  STOWMARKET TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the PLANNING, CONSULTATION & STRATEGY COMMITTEE held in the John Peel Centre, Church Walk, Stowmarket on Wednesday, 2nd September, 2015 at 9.05pm.
Present:
Councillor          

Mrs L M Mayes (Chair)
Councillors:

Mrs L Baxter



G Betts-Davies


G M Brewster


N G K Gowrley



B Humphreys MBE

B J Salmon


Mrs H Salmon





In attendance:

Ms M L Marshall (Deputy Town Clerk)
Present:

Mr D G Blackburn (Town Clerk)



Councillor P Ekpenyong



Mr N J Rozier (Stowmarket resident)



Councillor K E Scarff
129.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND NOTIFICATION OF SUBSTITUTIONS
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J W C Curle, G Green and Mx M G S N Row.
Councillor Mrs L Baxter attended the meeting in the absence of Councillor Mx M G S N Row.         


Councillor N G K Gowrley attended the meeting in the absence of Councillor G Green.

130.
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY OR NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor G M Brewster declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, as a Member of Mid Suffolk District Council’s Development Control Committee A.
Councillor G M Brewster declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, planning application 2080/15 as the applicant is known to him.
Councillor B Humphreys declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, as a Member of Mid Suffolk District Council’s Development Control Committee B.
Councillor Mrs L M Mayes declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, as a Member of Mid Suffolk District Council’s Development Control Committee A.
Councillor Mrs L M Mayes declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, planning application 2882/15 as she resides next door to the application site.

Councillor D J Muller declared a non-pecuniary interest in respect of item 133, items for planning permission, as a Member of Mid Suffolk District Council’s Development Control Committee B.
131.
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS 

There were none.
132.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 12TH AUGUST, 2015
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meeting of the Planning, Consultation & Strategy Committee held on Wednesday, 12th August, 2015 be approved and signed as a correct record.
133.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS

i) New Applications
Councillors G M Brewster, B Humphreys MBE, Mrs L M Mayes and D J Muller requested that it be noted that:
i)  
their views were expressed on the limited information before them;
ii) they will reserve judgement and the independence to make up their own mind on each separate proposal based on their overriding duty to the whole community and not just to the people in that area, ward or parish as and when it goes before the Mid Suffolk District Council’s Planning Committee and they hear all of the relevant information; and

iii) they will not, in any way, commit themselves as to how they or others may vote when the proposal goes before the Mid Suffolk District Council’s Planning Committee.
	Ref. No.
	Details
	Site & Applicant
	Comments

	2080/15
	Installation of solid wall insulation on to the front, side and rear of the property.

	79 Poplar Hill for Mr A Bloomfield.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2086/15
	Erection of front, rear and roof extensions (including dormer window) to form a chalet bungalow.


	25 West View for Mr R Norman.
	RESOLVED: That the Town Council recommended refusal of the planning application on the following grounds:

i) That, contrary to planning policy GP1, the proposal will not maintain or enhance the character and appearance of its surroundings, and will not respect the scale and density of surrounding development;

ii) That, contrary to planning policy H13, the design and layout will not respect the character of the proposal site and the relationship of the proposed development to its surroundings;

iii) That, contrary to planning policy ENV03, the design and layout does not respect the characteristic of the site and the surroundings; and

iv) That, contrary to planning policy H16, the proposal will materially reduce the amenity and privacy of the adjacent dwellings.

The Town Council asks that this planning application be considered by the District Council’s Development Committee rather than by officer delegation.



	2288/15
	Internal reconfiguration and redecoration.
	11 Market Place for the Royal Bank of Scotland.


	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent subject to all external signage being non-illuminated.


	2521/15
	Demolition of existing bungalow and garage. Erection of 3 new dwellings, 1 detached and a pair of semi-detached houses, with associated car parking, bin store and walls/fences.
	66 Poplar Hill for Mr N Moss.
	RESOLVED: That the Town Council recommended refusal of the planning application on the following grounds:
i) Contrary to planning policy SB2, the proposed development will adversely affect the character and appearance of the settlement; and

ii) Contrary to planning policy T10, the proposed development will not allow for the provision of safe access and egress from the site.

The Town Council has concerns of the impact that additional dwellings would have upon Poplar Hill in terms of an increase in demand for on road car parking and the generation of additional traffic.



	2546/15
	Change of use of land to B2 General Industry and construction of two 1500 cubic metre water storage tanks (revised application to 2610/14).

	PPG Industries (UK) Ltd (Main Site), Needham Road for PPG Industries (UK) Ltd.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2603/15
	Conversion of existing domestic single storey garage to a dwelling by erection of a new pitched roof.


	Land opposite 11 Marriotts Walk for Mr G Oliver.
	RESOLVED: That the Town Council recommended refusal of the planning application on the following grounds:

i) Planning policy SB2 states ‘The district planning authority will refuse development which does not have a form, scale or character in keeping with the surrounding development’;

ii) Planning policy SB2 states ‘inappropriate forms of development will be refused’;

iii) The scale of the housing development will not be consistent with protecting the character of the settlement and landscape setting of the town, contrary to planning policy H02;
iv) The proposed new housing will not be consistent with the pattern and form of development in the neighbouring area, contrary to planning policy H15;

v) The Proposal does not meet Planning policy ENV03, which states that the local planning authority requires high standards of siting, design and landscaping in all development; and
vi) Contrary to planning policy GP1, the proposal will not maintain or enhance the character and appearance of its surroundings, and will not respect the scale and density of surrounding development.



	2604/15
	Erection of single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing part glazed/part brick structure).


	30 Childer Road for Mr A Clarke.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2610/15
	Erection of a single storey rear and side extension.
	47 Hall Road for Mr P Brooker.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2661/15
	Small side extension to existing kitchen.
	91A Needham Road for Mrs E Kerry.


	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2696/15
	Installation of a dropped kerb to facilitate off-street parking.
	77 Bury Street for Ms B Goh.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2727/15
	Creation of vehicular access.
	43 Finborough Road for Mr A Jeffery.


	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2731/15
	Two storey side extension including first floor extension over existing garage.
	5 Elmsett Close for Mr and Mrs Scadding.


	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2761/15
	Application of render (ground floor up to mansard roof) to front and rear elevations, over new external insulation.
	99 Poplar Hill for Mr B Wright.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2771/15
	Dropped kerb
	54 Violet Hill Road for Mrs L Mayhew.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.

	2868/15
	Erection of extension to and conversion of existing detached double garage to form additional living accommodation.


	10 Shakespeare Road for Mr and Mrs Talbot.
	RESOLVED: That the Town Council recommended refusal of the planning application on the grounds that the proposed dwelling would represent overdevelopment of the site: 

i) Contrary to planning policy GP1, the proposal will not maintain or enhance the character and appearance of its surroundings, and will not respect the scale and density of surrounding development;

ii) Contrary to planning policy SB2, the proposed development will adversely affect the character and appearance of the settlement;

ii) Planning policy SB2 states ‘inappropriate forms of development will be refused’;

iv) The scale of the housing development will not be consistent with protecting the character of the settlement and landscape setting of the town, contrary to planning policy H02;

v) Contrary to planning policy H13, the design and layout will not respect the character of the proposal site and the relationship of the proposed development to its surroundings;

vi) The proposed new housing will not be consistent with the pattern and form of development in the neighbouring area, contrary to planning policy H15; and 

vii) Contrary to planning policy ENV03, the design and layout does not respect the characteristic of the sites and the surroundings.
The Town Council is concerned that if the proposed development were to be granted planning permission, a precedent would be set to allow for further garage conversions in the surrounding area.



	2882/15
	Extension to existing domestic workshop.
	2 Pineview Close for Mr S Cresswell.
	RESOLVED: That no objection be raised to the grant of planning consent.


ii) Decisions on applications previously considered
	Ref. No.
	MSDC Decision

	1513/15
	Granted

	1543/15
	Granted

	1687/15
	Granted

	2058/15
	Granted

	2085/15
	Granted


iii) New Tree Preservation Orders
There were none.
iv) Other applications in hand but not listed
There were none.
134.
ITEMS OF REPORT AND INFORMATION EXCHANGE
There were none.
The meeting closed at 10.02pm.
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